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nately for us, the vexation of Harlay became so great
at this time, in consequence of the disdain with which
we treated him, and which we openly published, that
he extricated us himself from our difficulty. We had
only to supplicate the Due de Gesvres in the cause (he
said to some of our people), and we should obtain what
we wanted; for the Due de Gesvres was his relative.
We took him at his word. The Due de Gesvres re-
ceived in two days a summons on our part. Harlay,
annoyed with himself for the advice he had given,
repented of it: but it was too late; he was declared
unable to judge the cause, and the case itself was post-
poned until the next year.

Meanwhile, let me mention a circumstance which
should have found a place before, and then state what
occurred in the interval which followed until the trial
recommenced.

It was while our proceedings were making some
little stir that fresh favours were heaped upon the
King's illegitimate sons, at the instance of the King
himself, and with the connivance of Harlay, who, for
the part he took in the affair, was promised the chan-
cellorship when it should become vacant. The rank
of these illegitimate sons was placed just below that
of the princes of the blood, and just above that of the
peers even of the oldest creation. This gave us all
exceeding annoyance: it was the greatest injury the
peerage could have received, and became its leprosy
and sore. All the peers who could, kept themselves
aloof from the parliament, when M. du Maine, M. de
Vendome, and the Comte de Toulouse, for whom this
arrangement was specially made, were received there.